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An electric scooter is a great technology, which you can have a lot of fun with. There 

are, however, a few points that you should keep in mind when you want to buy one. 

In this buying guide we will go through the most important points in detail with you. 
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Quality 

Electric scooters are similar to bicycles in a lot of ways and share a lot of similar 

components. Due to the nature of these types of vehicles, if you use them frequently 

(and you should - THEY ARE IDEAL FOR COMMUTING), they will require several 

repairs and must be adjusted to keep them running. For this reason, it is a good 

idea to buy an electric scooter from a reputable manufacturer that will also be in the 

future to supply spare parts. Cheap electric scooters may seem to offer 

excellent value for money until you have to buy replacement parts that may 

not be available. 

  

Electric scooter Brake systems 

The brake system is a component that is often overlooked when purchasing an 

electric scooter. These scooters are reasonably heavy including the driver and 

battery and therefore need a good braking system. Full rubber tires often cause the 

wheels to lock instead of braking them, which can cause wear and accidents. A front 

full rubber tyre is the most dangerous, since it can throw the rider off the scooter 

when they block. Scooters with v-brakes or disc brakes on both the front and 

rear have the best braking performance. An electric scooter with only one brake 

cannot brake as fast as one that has two brakes. You should really choose a model 

with two brakes. On clean and dry asphalt, for example, you must use both the front 

and rear brake to stop, but when driving on an unpaved road, you should only use 

the rear brake to prevent the front brake locking and throwing you off the scooter. 

  

Construction of the fork and frame 
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The construction of the fork and frame is an important detail when choosing an 

electric scooter. Electric scooters that have frames and forks made from thin steel 

blades can bend or break during normal use. Scooters made of steel tubes and 

thick sheet steel are the strongest and most reliable designs. 

 

  

Chain or belt 

Chains are the most reliable and are also much more durable than belts, but 

a chain is noisier than a belt. However, this noise is a good thing, since it warns 

pedestrians that you are coming. But if you are looking for a virtually silent scooter, 

you will be disappointed when it has a chain. A belt is much quieter than a chain, but 

as said, it is less durable and you have to replace it more often. However, if you are 

looking for an electric scooter that is really quiet, then a belt is the best choice. 



  

Chrome quality 

Chrome doesn’t always have the same quality. Poor quality chrome will rust or peel 

off when you store it in the garage for the winter or accidentally drive it in the rain. 

However, the electric scooters with well-known brand names have high-quality 

chrome, but this may not apply to the small unknown brands. Manufacturers may be 

trying to save a little money by using lesser quality materials, but you will 

experience the disadvantages of this after a few years. Real chrome will last for 

years and that's why it's best to buy an electric scooter from a well-known 

brand. 

  

Plastic parts 

Electric scooters that have a few plastic parts to cover sharp parts are no 

problem, but models that are completely surrounded by plastic will 

generally not last as long. Larger electric scooters for adults with plastic housings 

are fine, since the rider is usually experienced and does everything he can to 

prevent damage to the housing. For children, however, you should opt for exposed 

metal frames, as they do not easily damage if your child is not careful with it. 

  

Finding a good deal  

There are several ways to buy a new electric scooter, like in stores and on the 

Internet. There are a few good websites (like Amazon) where you can buy 

them and this is preferred. Because if parts are broken or missing, you can easily 



find replacement parts or have the scooter repaired. If you buy a second-hand 

model, you should try to find out if the battery is still good by asking the seller how 

old the scooter is and whether the battery has already been replaced in the past. It 

is also a good idea to test it well, so that you can get a bit of an idea how long the 

scooter can last before it needs to be charged. If the battery is no longer good, try 

to discuss the price so that you can use that money to buy a new battery. 

  

What can you expect from an electric 
scooter? 

Most electric scooters with less than 350 watts will accelerate slowly, have a low 

speed and are sure to have problems with hills. A scooter with at least 500 watts 

is recommended for good acceleration and speed. For big hills you need an 

even more powerful scooter. A minimum of 750 watts are recommended for these 

situations. The battery runtime and the range largely depend on the condition of the 

battery. Electric scooters with new batteries usually have a battery life of 45 

minutes on a flat surface and a lot shorter in a hilly landscape. This often means 

a range of 10 miles or 16 km. 

 



 

  

Companies 

There are basically two types of companies for electric scooters. The ones 

who manufacture their own scooters and the ones that don't. Companies that 

do not design their own scooters purchase standard factory designs and have their 

logos put on there (whitelabel). These companies all have the same types of models 

with different names and company logos. The quality of these electric scooters can 

vary considerably, depending on the factory where they are manufactured. 

Companies that design their own electric scooters are often larger and are known in 

the industry. These are companies such as Razor, Glion and Segway. These 

companies have full control over their design and manufacturing process and often 

offer the most reliable scooters. 



Now you have a good base and understanding of what to look for when buying an 

electric scooter, be sure to check out my reviews of kids scooters, adult scooters, 

the fastest and the one with the most range, and also the best one for commuting. 

I hope this guide made clear what to expect and look out for when buying an electric 

scooter. 
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